the Netherlands, in the town of

Vlissingen, stands a statue to the great
Dutch naval hero Admiral de Ruyter. For
many years he was just as famous in
Britain too.

It was de Ruyter who brought tears to
the eyes of Samuel Pepys when he cap-
tured Sheerness fort and subsequently
burst through the chain barrier at Chatham
to burn the British fleet at anchor in 1667.
His victorious fleet actually sailed to
Chatham from Zieriksee and although the
burgers of Zieriksee did not raise a statue
to de Ruyter, his spectre undoubtedly
walks the wharves and scans the
Oosterschelde for signs of any new inva-
sion from across the Channel.

Imagine his surprise, then, to see a fleet
of 32 Fishers sailing companionably across
the Oosterschelde from the North Sea via
the Roompot lock and romping up into the
haven of Zieriksee at the start of the annual
Fisher rally.

Such is the universal appeal of the Fisher
family of robust motor sailers that to the
sailing neophyte they represent a postcard
stereotype of just exactly what a small sail-
ing ship descended from a fishing vessel
should look like, whilst to the dedicated
sailor they induce a different sensation —
the admirable strengths and handsome
lines of the MFV pull subtly at even the
hardest of hearts. Their owners, on the
other hand, are like the proverbial dog
with two tails: they dine in teak panelled
saloons, or lounge comfortably in deep and
spacious cockpits, and when the weather
closes in or the east wind bites or the seas
get up they duck into their pilot houses for
protection.

Douglas Phillips-Birt, writing back in
1964 about MFV-type yachts, commented:
“Two functions regulate the design of
MFVs. They are firstly floating platforms
from which the crew may catch fish; sec-
ondly the means of transporting the fisher-
men to the fishing grounds and the catch
back to the market.”

The integrity of the MFV is legendary
and this classical shape has been well
developed by Messrs Wyatt and Freeman
into the Fisher line. The boats retain the
best features of the MFV, but have man-
aged to avoid the principal disadvantages
of the marque such as the very heavy dis-
placement, the full and snubbed ends and
the very low freeboard.

Since 1970 nearly a thousand Fishers
have been built and there is hardly a port
in the world from Hull to Hong Kong
where Fishers have not dropped anchor.

In the southern part of the delta region of

Fisher owners range from the absolute
beginner to the knowledgeable sailor seek-
ing a little less exposure to the elements.

For their 1992 hands-across-the-sea rally
Ben van Haarsten of the Dutch Fisher
Owners Association and David Ford of the
British contingent devised a programme of
three days and nights of short cruises in the
Delta. The plan was that British partici-
pants would make their own way over to
the Netherlands, meeting up with Dutch
and Belgian Fishers at Roompot.

The rally started with the arrival of the
fleet at Zieriksee, where there was an
overnight stop. It then moved on to
Numansdorp the following day and thence
to a conclusion in Hellevoetsluis.

Zieriksee has been documented for more
than eleven centuries as a fortified trading
town and is the site of the Schouwen
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Duineland Colossus. This tower, begun in
1454 and completed to a truncated design

© of a mere 190’ (58m) tall in 1531, was

intended to stand well over twice that
height. It took twenty years for the founda-
tions to be built! Not every Fisher owner
was conversant with these facts but every-
one could feel the ambience. Whenever a
couple of Fisher owners get together they
compare notes, so when 32 come together
— and especially when you have 20-year-
old 1970 examples berthed alongside the
latest models — there are bound to be
interesting comparisons to make.

What gives Fishers their cachet as a
motor sailer in the MFV style? The fact is
that they are a true 60/40 motor sailer and
not a yacht with a deck or pilot house
added. However, the glittering perfor-
mance of modern sailing yachts obscures
the fact that, given their sail area and the
right conditions, Fishers perform very ade-
quately under sail. We found that the
Fisher 37 was capable of over seven knots
with a breeze of about seventeen knots on
the beam.

Although the Fisher range is charac-
terised by fairly heavy displacement, their
essential particulars are not too extreme.
Many have accomplished lengthy ocean
voyages, and one, the Fisher 37 Balder IV,
recently took part in the ARC Rally.

Since the early Seventies the Fisher range
has been built by Northshore of Itchenor.
They build the Fishers very robustly
indeed. But it would be wrong to think that
because they appear so solidly constructed
there is no finesse or subtlety. Quite the
contrary. The range was designed by
Messrs Wyatt and Freeman to give excel-
lent seakeeping even in extreme conditions.

After the Fisher 30 and Fisher 37 had
been put into production, the designers
were asked to draw up a Fisher 34. This
model started production in1974. She has
finer ends and better sailing characteristics
than her siblings and, in the blustery winds
of the first sailing day of the rally, the 37s
were hard put to shake off Norman
Overton’s fine example, Orton Lady. One of
the most sensible modifications on any of
the boats was Norman’s addition of a bim-
ini top over the cockpit which incorporated
side curtains and davits. The easy enclo-
sure of the cockpit enlarges the living area
considerably and provides a dry and pleas-
ant environment in port.

Another 34, Finlandia of Hamble, owned
by Derek and Jean Stevens since new in
1974, is full of inventive and useful ideas
including a sliding combination toolbox
and foot stand by the helm, so that when
Jean is at the wheel she can step onto it to
see over the bows.

At the end of the rally, the Stevens
planned to cruise north for six weeks. It
must be a measure of their confidence in
Finlandia that their advancing years are no
deterrent to such voyaging (see CB 15 for a
report on the Fisher 34).

Fisher owners tend to be great individu-
alists, so each vessel reflects the owner's
input — not always in the way that one
expects. At least two of the British boats
have substantially customised interiors,
mostly involving the storage, presentation
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